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To my Honoured and Worthy 
Friends, the Gentlemen of the 
Veſtry, and other Pariſhioners of 
Rrchmond. 


T u« with much cheerfulneſs that T lay 
hold of this Opportunity, © of making 
you my hearty acknowledoments in 

publick, for the many great Creilities I 

hzve received at your hands : Theſe have 

laid upon me an indiſpenſable Obligation, 

of complying with your deſires in more im- 

portant Matters, than that eaſe teſtimony 

of my reſpe#t which you now require : theſe 
following Papers were ſo much your own, 
that I cannot juſtly refuſe you the Right 
to diſpoſe of them; and your engaging me 
to make them publick, when they have n0- 
thing but their Loyalty and Sincerity to 
2 recommend 


-'The Dedication. 
recommend thenr, 1s a proceeding anſwer- 

able to that unanimous rejoycns, with 

which cn our late Solemn Day of Thanks- 

giving, your Zeal and Aﬀettim for the 

preſent Government, diſtinguiſh'd it ſelf 1 
after an uncommon manner. *Fo enflame 

your Devotion to Almighty God, your gr a- 

titude to our Gracious Sovereign, and your 

Love and Charity to your fellow Chri- 

fttans, as it was the defign of the follow- 

mg Diſcourſe, fo ſhall tt. be the: conſtant - 
and hearty endeavour of 


Gentlemen, your moſt Obliged®. 


' end moſt Humble Servant, 
ROT, N.. Brady. 


A 
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2 Chron. XX. xxviii, XxIX, XXX. 


fn; And they came to Jeruſalem with Pſalteries and 
Harps, and Trumpets, unto the Houſe of the 
Lord. And tbe fear of God was on all the 
Kingdoms of thoſe Countries, when they had 
herd that the Lord had fought againſt the 
Enemies of Iiracl. So the Realm of Jehoſa- 
phat was quzet; for his God gave him reſt 
round about. 


TW EHOSAPHAT was one of thoſe good 
[| Kings of Judah, who by ſeeking the Lord 
God of bis Fathers, and walking in bis 
Commandments, was moſt eminently entituled 
to the Divine Protection, We find him En- 
B deavour- 
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deavouring throughout the Courſe of his 
Reign, to root out and ſuppreſs thoſe Idola- 
trous Vſages which had been tmrroduced by 
ſome of his Predeceſſours; and tw confirm and 
encourage the true Worſbip of God, tn a De- 
vout Arttendarce upon his regular Service ; 
and we find God Rewarding this his Picty ard 
Integrity, by Fighting his Battels,*giving him 
ſignal Deliverances, and Crowning at Jaſt all 
his other Advartages with an undiſturbed en- 
zoyment of Peace and Tranquillity. Such alfo 
has been the Employment of our Teboſaphat, 
firce His happy accellion to the Crown of 
theſe Kingdoms ; ard ſuch likewile are the cvi- 
dences which God has given, of his favour- 
ably accepting thote Zealous Undertakings : 
As he has made it His aim and bulinef ro r<-(- 
cue theſe Nartons f Om Fdolatry and Superſtition, 
and to Eftabiſh the purity of true Religion a- 
moneſt us, fo has God watched over Hin with 
peculiar Providcnces, he has ſtood in oppofi- 
tion againſt all His Adverlarics, and art length 
to compleat both His Honour, and His Happi- 
neſs, has made his Realm quiet, and given hin 
Reſt round about. Well then may we, who 
are Partakers of this Mercy, in a warm emul:- 


tion 
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tien of the Men of Judah, repair with our 
Pſalteries, our Harps, and our Trumpets, with 
all ſolemn Expreflions of a Devout Thankful- 
neſs, unto the Houſe of the Lord, even the 
Church of our God, to magnify the goodneſs 
of our Almighty BenefaStour, and to pay our 
grateful acknowledgment for fo ineflimable a 
Bleſſng. 

The Occaſion of our coming together be- 
ing to diſcharge this Great Duty, the Deſign 
therefore of my Diſcourſe ſhall be ro excite 
you to irs performance, which I ſhall attempt 
to do attcr the following Method. 


Firft, 1 ſhall Conſider the greatneſs of that 
Bleſſing which has fo lately been vouchſafed 


unto us, that eur Realm 3s quiet. 


Secondly, T ſhall Enquire after the Anthony 
of this B/eſſzmo, and that is God himſelf; the 
Realm is quiet, becauſe onr God has given us 
reſt round about. 


Thirdly, T ſhall Examine the Method of the 
Divine Wiſdow, for procuring us thigy, Bleſ- 
fmg; it was by putting his fear »por the 

B 2 Neigh- 
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Neighbouring Kingdoms, and convincing them 
that be fought againſt, our Enemies. 


Fourtbly, and Lafily ; I (hall ſhew. what js 
required cf 5s. in return to this Bleſſing; we 
muſt. come with Pſalteries, and Harps, and 
Trumpets, unto. the Houſe of ibe Lord ; we muſt 

ive all|decenr and cheerful publick Evidences 
of a Univerſal Religious graticude, 


Firſ# then, I ſhall conſider the greatneſs cf 
that Bleſſing which has fo lately been vouch- 
{ated unto us, that our Realm 15s quiet. 

The Quiet of a Realm, or the Peace of 2 
Nation, is the greatelt and moſt valuable of a]l 
Temporal. Bleſſings-; it is the Confirmation and 
Securiry of all other Worldly Erjoyments, 
which cannot properly be called our own, 'ill: 
this fixes our Title to them, aid warrants their 
Poſſceflion. Fhe moſt envy'd IWeaith may be 
ſoon imbezeled,, and become the pillage of a. 
T icentionus Enemy ; the greateſt aMuence of. 
Plenty, may be waſted by the rude incurſion 
af Foreign Invaders; and char Land which was 
before like the Garden of Eden, way thus be 


ſoon cogverted into a deſolate Wilderneſs : 
Lit erty, 


ew _ 
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Libs ty, the moſi precious Jewel of our Lives, 
1s expolcd to- the A: bitrary Power of the Con 
querour ; and P; wperty in time of War 1s no- 
thing but a Name, lince the longeſt Sword is 
then the meaſure of Juſtice. Thus all thote 
things which make our Lives delightful, ro 
which we uſually affix one value and cfteem, 
depead in thoſe Sealons of tumuſt and diſorder, 
upon the ſuccels of a Szege, or the event of a 
ÞBattel : Bur: Peace 1s that firm and uralterable 
Teure,. by which we hold all the good things 
of this Life, without any danger of loſs or 
azienation 3- by that we ſit ſecurely under owr 
own Vines, and every Man caj»ys the fruit of 
bis Labours ; that allows no encroachments up- 
oa the Rights of others, but reduces them ro 
the Standard of Law and Equity; when that 
abounds within owr Walls, then Plenteouſneſs 
Flouritnes within our Palaces, and is not liabie 
to-the danger of too ſudden an alteration 3 
then are we aflur'd that onr Freedom runs no 
hazard, when there is no leading into Capti- 
wity;z and that our farisfaftion ſhall be com- 
pleat, when there 3s no -complaining in onr 
Streets: Thus are they retreſh'd both in Soul 
and Body, to whom 3s revealed the abundance 


of. 
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of Peace. But it ever any Þ{cjſ-»g of this Na- 
ture, was highly enhanc'd and made more agrec- 
able, by che moſtremarkable Characters of Ho- 
nour and Advantage, that Pearce whoſe Con- 
cluſion we now gratefully Solemnize, may 
juſtly pretend to a more than ordinary Conli- 
deration ; in which we have obtain'd a Vifory 
without Blood-ſbed, and reapd all the profit 
that a ſucceſsful War could give us, without 
any Expence of Lives, cither of our {clves, or 
our fellow Chriſtians. By this the Credit of 
the Nation is Eſtabliſh'd amongſt Foreigners, 
who are convinc'd of the Weight and Terrour 
of our Arms, by the Bene ficial Conditions 
which are given us for laying them down; by 
this we have gain'd what we have been con- 
tending for fo long, the Security of our en- 
danger'd and almoſt {upplantea Religzon, from 
that inundation of Popery which had like to 
have overwhelm'd it; the ProteGting and Dc- 
tending our 4nvaded Priviledges, from the too 


viſible Encroachments of Arbitrary Tyranny; 


the reducing our Laws to their proper ule, 
for the puniſhment of IWicked Dozrs, and for 
the praiſe of ſuch as do Well, which were for- 
merly wrelted from their Primitive Infiitution, 
and 
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and madc to Parronize ard palliate the moſt 


notorious Injuſtices; and the (ettlement of our 
Government m the hands of that Prince, whom 
the Deliverance he wrought for us advanced 
Riftly to rhe Throae, and the general conſent of 
the Nation confirmed in it. Vutnns former 
Succeſſes we may have met wii during the 
courle of a tedious and expen! ie Iar, the y 
carried always along with them ſome ſenſible 
allays, that Tefi-ned our Joys , and damped our 
frisfactions they were cnther accompanied with 
fome lols on our fide, or attended with fore 
d:fiftrous accident el{ewhere, or embiter 'd by 
the pain we were 1a for that preciozs Life, 
which was continually expoſed for the gain- 
ing theſe advantages: But Peace gives us a 
Pleaſure that is pre and namixed, and has no- 
thing thar can fully che Beartifuine's of the 
Profbedl. If we look þ. ukwards, we view in- 
deed a Scene of Miſeries, but tuch as we have 
paft over, and which only ferve like Shages in 
Painting, to {ct off the lizbt/omeneſs of our 
preſent happineis; It we caſt ous Fycs for- 
wards, we (ce nothing before us, bur Qu:ierne : 
and Security, Screnels and Tranquility : No 
the Advcntrous Merchant may purive his 
Traftick, 
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Traffick, and make the Wealth of bo:h Indies 


meet rogerher 1n his Coffers, without running 
ary hazard from Man, his fellow-Creature, 
and yet an Enemy more dreadtul than the 
Winds and Seas : Now may the tender and -in- 
dulgert Mother, look -with delight upon her 
hopeful Iſſue, without fearing to have him 
called from her by Honour or by Intcreſt, and 
expoſed to.the rough-Encounter of a Bullet or 
a Sword: Now may the inquiſitive and indu- 
-ſtrious Traveller, bring home the knowledge of 
other Countries to his own, without mecting 
the ill effets of Enmity abroad, or labouring 
under the hardſhips of Suſpicion and Impriſon- 
ment : Peace has opened to .us the moſt diſtant 
Seas, Peace has unlock'd the remoteſt Lards ; 
and at once gives us leave to lock abreat ſafely, 
and an inclination to ftay at home contentedly ; 
for now thoſe Contributions which we bore 
with ſuch uneaſine(s, (for the Carrying on a 
War that was both juſt and neceſlary, aud 
whoſe happy Conſequence has been an Ho- 
nourable Peace) thel't, I ſay. which like Phzſ- 
.cal Potions to a DiRtemper 'd Body, however 
wholſom they were, yet were ſtil] unpala- 


table, will ſoon be dil-uſed ard laid aſide, ſince 


Peace 


ile Thanksaiving-Day. 


Peace 18 rcitored tous, that Health of the Na- 
tion; Union which is the bletſed cfteQ of Peace 
and Ouietneſs, as Diwviſion 18 the curſed product 
of War and Confuſion, will once again be 
found within our Iſrael; and convirce us how 
good and how pleaſant a thing it is, for Brethren 
to dwell together in Unity : : This Univerſal Medi- 
cine Will cloſe all our Breaches, heal all our 
Sores, and compoſe all our —_ And 
I would to God, that all the divided Parties in 
theſeKingdoms,tho* chey may hitherto have been 
miſled by Prejudice or Intercſt, would hencefor- 
ward be at peace with one another, as God has 
made their Enemies to be at peace with them; and 
wou'd make this our Realm quiet within it ſelf, 
as. Coll bas given reſt to it round about. And 
this lcads me to the Conſideration of my 


Szcon4 General ; namely, To Enquire after 
the Author of this Blefſeug, and that is God 
himſelf; the Realm is quiet, becanſe our God 
has given us reſt round about. 

So many viſible appearances of rhe Divine 
Providence, have entituled God to the lole 
Horour of - this Bleſſing ; that ic would be a 
direft robbing him of his Glory, to pretend to 

C aſcribe 
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alcribe it to-any other; he having acted for us 
in this Caſe, according as he expreſſes himſclf 
by the Prophet Iſaiah, and I looked and there 
was none to. help, and I wondred that there 
was none to uphold, then mine own arm broueht 
Salvation : the Lerd indeed looked down from 
Heawen, and beheld from the Habitation of 
his Holineſs and his Glory; his Zeal, and his 
Strength, and bis Mercies, and tbe ſounding 
of bis bowels towards ns were not reftrained ; 
he remembred that he was our Father, and 
viewed us with the tenderneſs of that dear 
Relation.; and tho Abraham were ignorant 
of 15, and Iſrael acknowledged us net, tho 
our greateſt Humane Dependencics failed us 
at our need; yet he graciouſly rcfleQed, 
that be was enr Father, our Redeemer, and 
that his Mercy as well as b;s Name was E- 
perlaſting. What Power Icls than bis, in 
whoſe hand are the hearts of Kings as the 
Rivers of Waters, and he turns them whi- 
ther ſoever he will, could have chang'd the 
Inclinations of our Potent Adzterſary, from 
his deep Deſigns of Enmity and Oppoſition, 
ro iuch reaſonable terms of Friend{hip and 


Alliance? What Wiſdem leſs than bis, who 


can 
#; 
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can bring order out of confuſion, could have 
united {ſo many different Intereſts as one, 
and made them joyntly conſent to Propoſals 
of Agreement ? What Goodneſs leſs than hs, 
whoſe Mercy 7s ever all bis Works, could have 
pardon'd our manitold provocations, our 
murmuring and repining at his Diſpenſations, 
our grols unthanktulneſs for former Mercies, 
and conferr'd on us a Favour which we ſo 
little deſerv'd > What Authority leſs than bs, 
to whom the greateſt Kings are but as the 
duſt of the Ballance, could have over-ruPd 
the Ambition of our Powerful Oppoſer, and 
conſtrain'd him to give up thoſe Advantages 
at once, which he has been fo long and fo 
induſtriouſly acquiring ? God was certain] 

the Authour of ſo unexpected an Alteration ; 
and we may well conclude that at was the 
Lord's daing, becaiiſe it is ſo marvellous in 
our Eyes : Therefore not wnto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unio tÞy Name ve the oveiſe 
given, for thy loving mercy, and for thy truths 


fake. But as we are obligd to render unto 


God the things which are G od's, by aſcribing 
the chiet Honour of our Deliverance to hine 
as the Supream Antbour and Fountain of ir , 

Gi {o 
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ſo muſt we take care allo, to rendep” unto C#- 
far the things which are Caſar's, by paying a 
juſt meaſure of gratitude and acknowledgment, 
to our Gracins Sovereign, the Happy Inſtrument, 
which God has made uſe of for conveying to 
us this Bleſſing ; for theſe two Duties which 
our Saviour has joyn'd together, God torbid 
any true Son of the Church of England ſhould 
ever put aſunder. God uſually works by ſe- 
cond Cauſes, and he has appareatly made ute 
of them in this great Performance ; the active 
Conrage, the prudent Conduct, the untainted 
Honour, and the #nwearied Induſiry of or 
Prince, have next under God becn the un- 
doubted means, of drawir g down upon vs fo 
important a Bleſſing. With bow fteady a Re- 
ſolution did he ſtem all the Dangers, and run 
through all the Labours of an Eight Years War- 
fare; at once by his Example giving life to 
his Followers, and ſtriking a terror into his Op- 
poſers | With how admirable a Sagacity did he 
unravel the Counſels, and penetrate into the 
Deſigns of hi; Intriguing Enemies; and with 
how Judicious a Management did he unite to- 
gcther, the diſagreeing Maximes of a numerous 
Confederacy © With how deſerved a Reprita- 


tion 
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tion 'of Faithfulneſs and Integrity, has he ad- 
juſted all the Concernments of fo conſiderable 
an Alliance; and eaſily rcconcil'd whatever Dit- 
ficulties were ſtarted, by having them ſafely 
referred to his deciſion! How intent has he 
been upon the great Work he was employ'd 
in; and how little has he ſpared cither His 
Pains or His Perſon, when the publick Good 
inclined him to be laviſh of eirher ! Such is the 
Prince with which God hath bleffjed us, and 
through whom he has unparted ?Þzs frenal Blef 
ſing to us3 a trae Defender of the Chriſtian 
Faith in its utmoſt purity and perfection; a 
Carctul and AﬀeCtionate Father of bis People; 
their General firſt, and their Peace-maker af- 
terwards : His Dangers have been the purchaſe 
of our Safety ; His I atchings have made us to 
Sleep ſecurely; and His Hurry and Fatignes in 
IWar abroad, have: given ns Peace and Quiet- 
neſs at Hom? : Our gratitude therefore in a due 
proportion, ought to- touch upon onr Prince, 

tho' it muſt terminate in our Gor, to whom 
we ſtand indebted, not only for this Great 
IVork, but for the Inſtrument too with which 
he wrought it; and whe has accompliſh'd our 
Deliverance after ſo wonderful a manner, as 


has 
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has his own Character vilibly ſtamped upon Y 
And this brings me. to my 


Third Particular ; namely, To examine the 
Method of the Divine Wiſdom, for procuring to 
us this Bleſſing z it was by putting his Fear ups- 
on. the Neighbenring Kingdoms, and convincing 
them that He Fought againſt our Enemies. 

That we, who were always out-numbred by 
our Adverſaries, who were weaken'd in a great 
meaſure by our inteſtine Diviſions, and had our 
Afﬀairs perpetually embroil'd by ſuch as were 
Enemies to the proſperity of our Government, 
that we, whoſe Aſiſtances were ſo Jong de- 
lay'd, and fo often fell ſhort of the expected 
value; who beſides had the Sinews of our Var 
quite cramped, by the neceſſary but dangerous 
Regulation of our Coyn ; that we ſhould be 
able to ſtruggle through all theſe Difficulrics, 
to extricate -our ſelves from {uch a crowd of 
Inconveniencies, and to reduce an Enemy to 
terms of Reaſon, who was polleli:d of all che 
contrary Advantages ; is an event fo ſtrange, 
«that it could never have been cfticcted, but b 
:God's appearing to be on our ſide, and ſpread- 
ing bis Fear over the Countries that were about 

y Hs, 
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5: when they law that God Fought againſt our 
Enemtes, they found there was no fatety but 
in being or Friends; and they were abundar 

ly convinc'd that God was on our fide, by ma- 
ny ſenſible Teſitmonies of his Fa vour and Pro- 
tection : It will be no improper Entertainment 
up a Day of Thanksgiving, to take a ſhort 
review of fome Remarkable nflnnces, In which 
God eſpouſed the Caule which we ſtand for ; 
eſpecially it we confider, that theſe were fo 
many ſteps, by which he Condufted us to the 
Bleſſing of this Day; ſo many Evidences of 
his Fiehting againſt our Foes, and ſpreadivg his 
Fear over th? Neighbouring Kingdoms, till he 
had diſpoled our Enemies to be at peace with 
us; If we will rcffe& upon the happy altera- 
tion of our Government, the Pledge of thole 
Bleſſings which this Day has made good to ns, 
we ſhall find the Change to be fo ſudden and 
ſurprizing, that nothing but an Almichty hand 
could have performed it; none buc he who 
fram'd the Machine, and underſtood the feve- 
ral Movements of it, could ſo unexpccted!y, 
and with fo little noiſe, have ihifted ſo unpor- 
tant a Scene in the World's great Theatre ; that 


a Prince at the head of an hy of Engliſh- 
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Aen, who had made it his whole buſtrels to 
careſs and indulge then, ſhould univerlally be 
deterred by them, and loſe the Ficld and three 
Kingdoms without ftriking a ftroke, is a thing 
that cannot be parallel'd 1n Hiſtory, and which 
can only be refolv'd into the over-ruling Provi- 
dence of God. It we attend our Great Deli- 
verer in his Irifþ Expedition, avd conſider a- 
gainſt what odds that Kingdom was recover'd; 
we ſhall itnd the Divine Favour to have gore 
all along with us, and to have taken our For- 
ces into its immediate protection ; the Boyne 
and Agbrim are ſuch Proofs of this, as will ne- _ 
ver ſlip out of a thankful remembrance. If we 

crofs over to Flanders, and view the Scheme 

of Actions there.z to omitt many others, the 
taking of Namur in the face of a Royal Army, 
will be ſucha clear Argument of God's Fight- 

zng our Battels, as can neither be queſtion'd nor 

confuted : If to this we add, that conſtant Care A 
with which God has ſtill watched over the Per- : 

fon of our Protefiour, how he has always de- 

fended that important Life, in which the ſafety 

of theſe Nations 1s virtually contain'd, from the ; 
open Aſſaults of his Warlike Antagomiſts, and 

the more dangerous Attempts of private Trea=_ 
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chery and Aſſaſſination 3 it we will meditate up- 
- thele Occurrences ſeriouſly and confiderate- 

y, we cangot bur confeſs chat God has ſtrongly 
w—_ hiS*allowance and ys of the 
Cauſe we are engag'd in : It is no wonder then, 
that the Fear of God ſpould fall upon the Kings 
doms of the Countries near 1s, nor that they 
fhould be induced by ſuch Conſiderations, to 
enter into Alliance and Athnity with us: It is 
no wonder, that vpon th* view of fuch a ſeries 
of Peliverances. they ſhould cry out among the 
Heathen, the Lord haih done great thin_s for 
them ; the only wouder would be, it we ſhou'd 
be f:lent, anc not eccho tro them Gom cur grate« 
fu! _ "i yea, the Lord hath done great thir Ns 
for 1s, whereof we rejoyce. And this brings me 
in the 

Fourth ard laſt place, To ſhew what is re- 
quired of us in return to th3s Bleſſeng ; we muſt 
come with Pſalteries, and Harps, and Trumpets, 
unto the Houſe of the Lord. we muſt give all de- 
cent and cheerful publick Evidences of a Univer: 
ſal Religions Gratitude. 

And here we oughr to adore the goodneſs of 
our Co4, who requires nothing elſe at our hands 
for ſo ineſtimable a Mercy, but that w:ich 1s 

D both 
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both caſte and entertaining. Praiſe is ſuch a 
part of Divine Worſlip, as 1s delightful in its 
very Nature; a joyful and pleaſant thing it is to 
be thankful: and therefore in this Religions Ex- 
erciſe the Bleſſed Spirits in Heaven are continual- 
ly Converſanr; it being fo far from diminiſhing 
their happinels, that it is 4 conſiderable irgre- 
dient of their Infinite Felicity : yct this moſt 
cheerful Tribate is what God chicfly expeRs from 
us; and he thereby makes our acknowledging his 
Favours, to be as pleaſing and agrecable as the 
very receiving them : How monſtrous an ingra- 
titade would it then be, to deny him this conr- 


fortable teſtimony of our ref pect | Giveinto God, 


fays David, the honour due unto his Name ; is- 
timating thereby, that it is no voluntary or ar- 
bitrary at; that it dependsnot barcly upon our 
good will, but it is the payment of a juſt and 
lawful Debt: God- indeed ſeems to indent wirh 
us for a return of this Nature; Call upon me, ſays 
He, in the day of trouble ; ſo will I deliver thee, 
and thou ſbalt Glorifie me : It is therefore as well 
a piece of injuſtice as unthankfulneſs, to defraud 
God of this bis Glory; by not magnifying his 
Name for any Mercy we receive. But e{pecially 
when we meet with an Extraordinary Bleſſing, 
we 
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we muſt then proportion the expretlions of our 
Gratitude, to the greatneſs of the Benefits which 
are conferr'd upon us ; and therefore we can ne- 
ver be fo thankful as we ought, unleſs we firſt 
duly weigh the Mercy imparted, and then ſiretch 
our gratitude to an an{werable proportion : the 
Bleſſing of which we are now dilcourling, is one 
indeed of the Firſt Magnitude; the moſt Re- 
markable that this Nation has experienc'd, not 
only for ſome Tears but Ages paſt; and ſhall we 
then think it {ufficient to be coldly affeGed, or 
weakly to pay a languiſhing acknow ledgme nt 2? 
No, the return w hich God expects mult be vi- 
gorous and hearty ; ſuitable tothe Power he has 
exerted in our behalf, and proportionable tothe 
Goodneſs he has manifeſted in our favour ? And 
as theſe have had no other bounds but thoſe of 
bis Infinity ; fo muſt ours be limiced by nothing 
but our own Impotency ; we mult ſtrain our (elves 
to the very urmoſt extent of our Ability, and 
our want of Power muſt be ſupplied by our De- 
fires : the Conſideration of ic muſt kindle with- 
in our hearts, the ardent flames of a devour gra- 

titude ſuch as may at once be lively and per- 
manent, and out-laſt and out-ſhine our Bonfires 
and Illaminations. Not that thele Publick In- 
D- 2 ſtances 
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ſtances of our Thankfulneſs muſt be wanting 3 
or that it will be ſufficient to lay we are thus 
afte&ed, without the cuſtomary indications of 
ef it; a true Joy will make it {elt be taken no- 
tice of; and he is bat a Hypocrite who pretends 
to be touched with it, and yet gives no other 
Evidence but his bare word for it: Particularly, 
where the Bleſſrog is National and Publick, there 
muſt the Devout Rejoycing be General and Vinz- 
verſal; that all thoſe who are ſharers in the 
Benefit, may be joyntly concern'd in the Re- 
turns of Gratitude; the gayneſs then of our out- 
ward looks, muſt bg-+denſible proof of our 7x- 
. ward Cheerfulneſs 5 our mouths muſt be filled 
with Praiſes, and our tongues muſt. reſound 
with Foy; and that raviſhing Delight with 
which our Souls are enlivend, muſt ſhine out 
and be diſcover'd in all our Aiens. But if we 
would diſcharge this Duty ſucceſsfully, let us 
take care above all things to ſet off this our 
Thankſulneſs, with theſe rwo agreeable and in- 
diſpenſable Qualifications, Piety towards God, 
and Charity towards our Brethren. As for Fiety 
towards our God; we are told in the Text, that 
the Men of Judah, to expreſs their Joy, went 


wnto the Houſe of the Lord; the propereſt Place 
certainly 
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certainly for our Devout Acknowledgments ; a 
Place, that will in{pice us with a becoming Re- 
erence ; Which wilt correct the too light jollity 
we may perhaps have taken up, and temper it 
with a due mixture of vereration and reſpet : 
and this awfil poſture of mind, which is not 
at all inconliſtent with the trueſt cheer/ulneſs, 
muſt artend us through all the Cirenmſtances of 
Our rejoycing 3 a devout thanktulneſs is the Dn- 
ty we are to Exerciſe, and therefore we muſt 
baniſh from it all Profaneneſs and Impiety; the 
Mercies of God were dcligned to make us better, 
and we muſt therefore take care that we are 
not made worſe by them: He that is Drunk to 
ſhew his Gratitude, Sacrifices a Swine npon the 
Altar of his God, which 1s the moſt provoking 
of all Abominations : He that preterds to a 
thankful Heart, and yet bas it beſet with Favour- 
ite Luſts, brings the Ark of God amongſt uncir- 
cumciſed Philiſtines, and the conſequence of it 
will be fatal and deſtructive. In a word, we 
cannot be ſaid to be truly thankful, unleſs we 
love our BenefaGour ; nor can we be ſaid to 
love our God, unleſs we keep his Command- 
ments : all other methods of our acknowledge- 


ments, without this are but ſpecious Hypocriſies ; 
this 
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a real Gratitude 1s diltinguithed from a formal 
one. But farther, we mult alſo on ſuch Occa- 
ſions of Rejoycing, extend onr Charity Jargel 
to our Brethren : we are then moſt truly ſenſible 
of God's goodnels to us, when we endeavour to 
tranſcribe that grear Original, by doing £ood 
to others, as far as in us lies: Thus weie the 

ews order'd to exprels their thankfulneſs, for 
that great and ſignal Deliverance which they 
| had, from the fury and malice of Haman the 
| Anadetbite ; they were not only to make it 
Day of Feaſting and Toy : ; but of ſending Por- 
tions to one another, and Gifts to the Poor ; Bro- 
therly Lowe and Charity were to be its main Ir. 
gredients;z and indeed, it is the proper cfte& of 
a devout thankfulneſs, to ſoften the Heart and 
F ro enlarge the Bowels; and to inſpire us with 
ſo true a love of God, as will not tail to extend 
it (elf to all Þzs Children. 

Thus it we proceed according to this Me- 
thod, we ſhall duly comply with the Engage- 
ments we lie under, and acquit our {clves as we 
ought of the Duty that is incumbent on us; 
we ſhall after an acceptable manner acknow- 
ledge 


this is the true Criterzon ard Toxchſtone, by which 
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ledge the Divine Favour, i making our Real 
qitiet, ant giving Reſt to ns round about. 

Let us then who have now received {uch a 
Bleſſeng,as the modeſty of ourHopes could hardly 
aim at, lo}k up ro Gol the Autbour of it, 
with Souls that are filled with Gratitude and 
Lowe; and with firm Refolutions to aniwer 
his gracious End in it, by the unblameablenel; 
hereaſrer of our Lives and Converſations : 
From thence let us turn our Eyes upon our 
Graciens Sovereign, the bleſied Inſtrument of 
our Quiet and Tranquility ; and Ict the ſenſe 
of ſuch Obligations imprint upon our Hearts, 
the laſting C haraters of Loyalty and Affection : 
let us laſtly take a view of our Fillow-Subjects, 
our Sharers and Companions 1n the Benctits we 
have reccived ; Peace has united us in one com- 
mon band of Amity ; let us improve this Op- 
portunity tl the Union 1s {o intimate, that 
nothing may be able to diflolve it hereafter: 
Let all our private Feuds and Animotities, find 
a common Grave with our publick Enmities ; 
and the Cod of Peace and Conſolation grant us 
to be like-minded one towards another : then will 
this Bleſſing be an earneſt of greater ; ths De- 
wont Rejoycing will be but a prelude, to that 


Joy 
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#5; and this outward Pcace will but lead the 
way, to that inward Tranquillity which —__ 
irom a good Conſcience, and to that Peace. 

God which-paſſeth all Under landing, - - Now to. 
Gad the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt be af: 
cribed, all, Honour, Power; Might, M Jeſty, 


and Dominion, henceforth and for. EVEFMOIEy. 
Amen. PT AE 
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